


THE OTTAWA VALLEY WOBILE RaULTO CLUB INCOERPORATED
1981-1982 EXECUTIVE

PEES [UENT Huss Pestueh VEIFSH 828-9235
VICE FRESILENT Tom Hayes VE3AEC A22-2811
SECHETARY Bob Daye VEINPE 2M-1h32
THEASURER Ralph Thomas VE3GG 2a=-az50
THCH AV ISOR Dawe Coutts VEILLL 24-2537
PUBLIC REL. Bucky bkerkley VE3JER 733-3he

ELITOR Jerry Wells VE3CLA 225-737

PAST PREGILENT Hey Perrin VEIFH 265-8132

CLUS SPONSORLy ACTIVITIES

POT-HOLE HET - OVERC Net - hwvory Saturdey and Sundoy, 10:00 leocal
tie o 3.76 WHz BoB. All radio amsteurg sre welcoume to participate.

IHE WISE OWL NET - OVERC Net - Hagehew net cach Frioay svening
at 20:00 Jocsl niwe on the elub repeater VEITWO - 147.90/147.30 MHz.

COUE PRACTICE - Transmitted on VE3TWO by bave VEILIX. Wed. 19:10
20 wpm, 19329 7, 10 « 13 wpm. Fri, 19310 25 wpm, 19:25 13,15 &
16 wpm. Both sessions end about 1%:5%; all times locel.

VEIIW - Amsteur Hedio Stetion of the [lationsl museum of Deisncs
gnd Technolegy. The OVHRC helps waintain the station, schedules
provides eperators fer the stetion as part of an amateur Redio
publiec rolstions diapley. VE3JW oporates cn gll A& bands, both
CW and phone. oSlow zean Amsteur TV is also Asmonstrsted.

LOCAL AWATEUR MADIQ NET ACTIVITIES

POT=T0ID CW _HET = Sponscred anu gonducted by Bay, VE3IGL, 4n informel
slow cpecd OW net Beoting every SBundsy (ezcept July apd august) at
10:00 local bime on 3.02 MHz, to promote intersst and proficicney
in CW and CW procedures.

CAPTITAL CIEY Flh NET- Sponsored and oporsted by tho Ottawa amateur
Hadio Club Ine. cviry konday at 20:00 loczl timg on repeator VEZCRA
1:5.34 /146,94,

SWAP NET - Sponscred znd conducted by Du, VERIGL. Fyery Sunday
(excupt July and August) a5 & part of the POT-HOLR RET and every
honday (ovxeept July ena slgust) as & part of the Capitzl City Fh
Nebt, Ed may be contacted at 733-1721 for 1listings and gueries.

ALL CONIRIBUTIONS TC THIS BULLETIN GLADLY ACCEPIRD

Membership in the DVMHC is open to 211 these interested in amasteur
hadio. Regular 0lub hecetings avce held on the third Thursday of
egch month (except July end sugust) at 20:00 local time unless
otherwise posted. NMectings rermally teke place in the auditerium
of the NWational kusgscom of bBeience and Teehnelogy on 5t. Laurent
#lvd. (zenth of tns Queensway).
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March is upon us and spring should be just around the corner.
Wwe got a fine example of what's coming in February, so hopefully
you're getting your tower climbing belt,; coax and copperweld all
ready for antenna/tower maintenance activities.

The scheduled wine and cheese party went off without a hitch
on February 27. 4ll those attending enjoyed thewselves, except
possibly Kay,VE3F who was not pleased wnen he saw nLX and SN
throwing his two meter beam around in the VHF.contest video tape
which was shown.

The entertainment at the general meeting was very inforwative
and I trust that everyone took the information on home security
to heart. Many thanks to Constable Paul Koy of the Ottawa Police.

Entertainment for the March general meeting is a show and tell
presentation. Time to bring those home built goodies out of the
closet and show them off to your fellow amateurs.

Election time is rapidly approaching and both a nominating
committee and some prospective executive members will be required.
How about it, we have a number of new members in the club, how
about running for an executive position. You can start at the
bottom ara in a couple of years can be a czar just like me.

Ana last and maybe least, field day. Every year the presiaent
gets on his soapbox ana tries to make field cay sound like a gala
event that shouldn't be missed. So here's my pitch, fiela aay is
coming anu we need a coordinater ana volunteers. There is no way
that I am employing arm twisting and threats this year. .

That's 1t for this month so I'll close ana start trying to
figure out how to move that lump of equipment to the March meeting.

Russ VE3rSd
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i INUTES OViRC MRETING 19 Feb §2 -

INTHOUUCTION

the Feb meeting of the OViRC was held at the museum of Science
and Technology ana was opened at 2000 hrs by. Pres. HRuss VE3FSN
who welcomed Mr. George Caskey and hr. Warren Post.

OLe BUSINLSo AN EAECULIVE HeurORTS

It was moved by Jon VE3ATI seconded by Bucky VE3JRR that the
minutes of the Jan meeting be adopted as presented in the Rambler,
motion carried.

Past Fresident ~ Ray VE3FN , President - Russ VE3FSN, Treasurer-
dot present, Secretary, Not present, Public Kelations, Nil keport.

Technical Advisor - bLave VE3KLX - bave advisec that he would
receive donations for the april auction, registration for the Club
project (Anemometer) and that he had the list of those still in
the running for the wise owl Certificates. Dave alsc aavised
that Coae Practice was continuing.

wditor - Nil report.

Pres. Kuss VE3FS8HN announcea that this meeting is the last chance
to sign up for the Wine and Cheese Party of 27 Feb 82 as the first
of many events to celebrate the 25th anniversary of the OVMRC.

Radio Society of Ontario Keport - Merv VE3CV stated that he
had membership applications for the RSO,

CkkL Representative- Ray VL3Fi solicited recommendations re
proposed changes to regulations and any copies of correspondence
airectea to v0C.
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Pres. Huss announced that a nowinating committee woula be
requirea by next meeting to select canaidates for nomination to
club officer positions.
Pres. Russ presented fiela day 82 as a topic of discussion.
vave VE3KMV reviewed detalls and data for a nicad rapid
charger project.

ANHGUNC ol TS
Pres. kuss announced the following new Advanced amateurs:
VE3GJY - Jim
VE3MJD - Brian
Entertainment: Pres. Russ introduced Constable FPaul Roy of the
Ottawa Police who gave a very interesting talk on prevention of
tneft of personal property.
Adjournment. There being no further business the meeting
adjourned at 2200 hours.

Bob vaye VE3nFB
becretary

/////////////////////////////////////////////////
SFURICUL _ EnIGHL 0kE FRub Tdb 1.CrliICAL 4.V IS0k

It se¢ems like I just wrote this article last week when the
g¢aitor requests copy before tne exbcutlve mesting, all scribes
jump .

by the time the march issue hits the strect, the 25tu anniver-
sary of the club will have nappencd at the presiucntial palace.

Frank Collins, VE3L5C, is intercsted in forning an sx-hCal
personnel net. The net will probably be conductea on VE3TWO at a
tine soon to be determined. i'rank requests tpat anyone who is in-
teresteu should call him at 733-813% or on VE3TWO.

Tne club project, a digital ancmonctsr, is looking goou. Eight
people have cXpressca a uesire to participate. 4 cost will soon
be determined anu tnose who expressed an interest will be contacted
anad told where to leave the ransomn.

I'm still taking articles for donation to the club for the
spring auction. If you have anythlng to uonate, contaect me at
629-2537 or on VR3TWO.

The wise¢ owl news service recently learnea tnat bBrian Ssed,
VE3rJO and Jim Hamilton, VE3GYJ are members in good stanaing of
the aavanced amateurs society uf Canada. Congratulations for an
achicvement well done.

In 01051ng I will quote a poem by one of the regulars on the
Wise Owl Net

A4 WISL ola owl sat on an oak
The more he saw the less he spoke
the less he spoke the more he houarc
L0 take a lesson from this wise ola biru
Frank Collins Ve3LSC

Wwith that I will return to my perch ana scan the ground for
small cruvaturus.

Jave VE3J.\I:A Tvo/NI‘.L TNUN
Note

The net referred to above for ex-HCAF personnel will have

their first session on VE3IWwO at 2000 hrs. March lo.ess



Pah BOAT sl CHOK Huwly FLonialIud

Baki' iz an Ottawa basea amateur raaio club with a membership
ofover 50 intcerestea persons. The club was formed three years ago
tya group of awmateurs with an interest in 70 cm. fu operation.

The name, Boat Anchor Radio reueration arose aue to the type of
equipument in use by these peocple at the time. The equipwent was
obsolete consercial gear, full of tubes ana should have beun : 0
serupped long ago.

Bakl’ owns and operates a 70 cu repeater operating on 449,11 Mz
input and 444.1 MHz output. This is an open machine and mewmbership
in the club is not a requircment to use it.

BAKF is currently in a wewbersnip drive. oues are one cent
ana we hold no imeetings, have no publication but are a growing ana
active concern. We expect to do many unusual things with our re-
peater anu ask that if you are interesteud in 70 cum fi repeater
operation, why not join anc have BARF listed Ly your name in the
Ottawa Area uvirectory. -

' Russ VE3FGN
Co-rresiaent BARF
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EvITURTAL COnMENT

I have followed with interest the various discussions with
regara to the proposec changes by v0C which were publisned in last
wonths RKawbler. The main topic of discussion has been the controver-
sial section Y0. ¥Fron comments I have heard and bulletins from
the two national organizations which represent raaio amateurs in
Canada, tuere are very uefinciy two points of view. Without doubt
tne proposeu wording of section 50 appears to nave been, let we
say, "not too carefully thougnt out." Notwitnstanaing, we as
rauio zi:ateurs have an opportunity to express our concerns to the
voc.

If you wish tocxpress your opinion with regara to the proposed
changes, 4o so where it may heve some e¢ffeet. write to the w0OC
and expreéss your views.

Jerry VE3CUS
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pAKCH 1 2L LING

Qur regular ronthly mneeting will be hela at the usual place
at the usual time. The aate is March 18, The prograwn at this meet-
ing should be the highlite of the winter season. It is show ana
tell time. Here is your opportunity to show your home built
winter works project. Who knows, your famncy little gilzmo may
induce sone of the less hanay members to undertake a home construct-
ion project. '

REtEMBER. . .. "IT'S SHOW AWp TELLY
hak 16
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Operation in Canaca by visiting amateurs

In rebroary 1900, the 00C issueu amendments to the amateur
regulations, one of which introducca a lew Suction_EO specifying
the operating privileges available to amateurs visiting Canaua.
Section 50 stated thet visiting awateurs could only use the radio
frequencics, types of enission, or wouss of transmission they were
permittec in their home countrics provideu they were also permittea
in Canaaa.

The problems created by this scemingly innocent section became
inurediately obvious to CRKL, and weru briefly discassed on the
Cenaalan Newsfronts page of the way 1960 QS5T. basically, because
wany amateur bands enjoyea by Canaaians arc smaller, or non exist-
ant in othur countries, visiting amateurs were now prohibitea from
using these bLanas while in Canada. The most obvious example of
this restriction is that in region 1 (durope o« Africa), the 2 meter
tand is only 1hhk-14$5 LHz so, becausc of scction 50 visitors fro.:
these countries are forbiduen from using our 145-14b MHz repeaters.
In addition, the phone scguents of our tanus for which phone is
not alloweu in the U.5., arv cenieu to Americams while visiting
Canada.

As the Canadian mumber socicty of the International amateur
Rauio Union and, recognizing these unfortunate limitations on
visiting amateurs, the CRRL Board of Diructors approved senaing
a letter to the DOC urging it to rcovise Section 50. CHRL considered
it unfair to impose a "double jeopardy" on visitors, and suggested
they should be limited only by Canadian regulations while operating
in Canada. This is analagous to internutional driving where only
the host country's rules of the road apply to visiting drivers.
Further, meking specific reference to the 30 year old Canada/US
convention which governs reciprocal operation with the U5, CKRL
pointed out that only the host country's regulations werc specified
in that convention. Mhoreover the CRRL coulu see¢ no reason why
an awerican visiting Ontario should bc prohibited from checking
into ONTARS ana speaking to his Canadian hosts on frequencies
where Canadians normally operate.

Canadian Advanced Amateurs should be aware that on visiting
the US, they are granted privileges which are only available to
Amateur Extra licence holders-a class of licence demanding
increased technical ana coue proficiency over the Casnaaian advanced
Anateur ccrtificate.

A summary of the CHRL submission to DOC, with one typographical

error, was printed in Canadian Newsfronts in the October 1961
@ST. A complete copy has been submitted to the OVMRG executive
In summary, the CRRL position is that amateurs visiting Canada
shoula only be bound by Canadian rules. I urge all of you who
agres with us that visiting awateurs should not have their operation
in Canada artificially restricted because of a lack of curtain bands
or ¢missions in their home countries, to write to the LOC and
request the vepartment to change Suetion 50. Plcase send me a copy
of your letter,

Kay Perrin VE3FW

virector, CHRL
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The following article is reprinteu from the "FELULIWE" the

wontnly bulletin of The Niagara reninsula amateur Kadio Club Inc.
I think you will enjoy it...Ed.

"IESTING: ONE, TWQ, THREL, FOUR:ao..."
(an excerpt from "The Sound and the Fury" Ety
Warner Troyer)
The first broadcast by radio waves of a human voice was made by
a Canadian. What moves that experience back into the realm of
the orainary and predictable is the knowleage that :

(a) The experiment took place in the Unitea States with awerican
funding.

(b) Thne inventor, forever frustratea in his efforts to get Canadian
support, aied in Bermuda a bitter anua mostly unrecognized man.
(¢) The Canacian government, while denying assistance to the most
brilliant man in the field, a Canadian, was busily funding and
supporting an Italian 1nventor.

(d) Finally, in an awesome blena of genius and banality, our
intrepia inventor, making the first broaacast of a human voice in
all of recoraed history, uttered the stunpning words,

"one, two, three, four." Every public announce system tester in
the time since owes him a aebt of gratituae.

Iy own earliest memory of Lroadcasting comes from the thirties,
when many Canauians had a crystal set, probably in their kitchen.
The first set I saw, in someone else's home, was quickly covered
by a newspaper or tea towel when there was a knock at the back
aoor. It might have been an inspector from the Federal vepartment
of marines and Fisheries who, finding any home radio receivers,
would demand payment of the one-dollar annual licence fee used by
the government tc regulate broadcasting, check on sources of
interference, etc. Iliobody much likea the licence fees, although
by 1930 more than 300,000 Canadians were paying their buck a

vear for the pr1v1lege of plucking souhas out of the air. In
hngland that same year, the home licence fee was ten shillings;

in India listeners were charged about $3.55 annually; ana in
Germany, better organized perhaps, licence fees were collected
monthly and cost about 50 cents every 30 days.

But 1930 was already alnost post-history in terms of the development
of radio broadcasting in Canada. By then the country haa 76 private
commercial radio stations, sixteen of them tne so-called "phantom"
stations which broadcast over the transmission facilities of more
fully equipped stations. It had been 30 years since the iumortal
"one, two, three, four" had been sent by radioc transmission

through 50 miles of virgin Horth American air. a4ana four years

had passeu since krnie Bushnell, a pioneer of Canadian broaacasting,
had inflicted the world's very first singing commercial on hapless
Toronto area listeners. Written to the melody of "fhree Blinc
Mice", the commercial extollea the virtues of the Toronto Wet Wash
Laundry. It was an entirely appropriate harbinger of the laundry
ana detergent commercials which assaultea out senses for the rest

of the century.

"imost of the world credits Guglielmo marconi with the invention of
raaio. Certainly he reapea the rewaras, not least the assistance
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of the Canaaian government in establishing his research facilities
in Cape Breton at the beginning of the century. Larconi's most
c¢lebrated triumph was the transnission of a morse raaio signal
fron Cornwall, at the extrene tip of tne British Isles, to a
receiver on what has forever since been known as wignal dJdill,
overlooking St. John's, Jewfoundland. What tne Italian inventor

did on vVecember 12, 1901, was to send the single letter "o" by
Morse.

Neither Marconi, the rejoicing folk of Ottawa, nor the rest of the
worla haa noticed thnat a year earlier, on vJecember 23, 1900, a
36-year-old Canadian inventor had broadcast a total of 77 letters
over a distance of about 50 miles. But Reginald Fessenden, the
oherbrooke boy who was chief chemist for both Thomas kdison and
George Westinghouse before striking out on his own, wasn't sending
Morse code; he was talking into a microphone. ©&peaking to nis
assistant at an experimental receiver in Arlington, Virginia, 50
miles fron his Cobb Island laboratory, Fessendan said, "One, two,
three, four. Is it snowing where you are, hr. Thiessen" If so
telegraph back and let me know.!

lhoments later Fessenden's telegraph key rattled out Thiessen's
message that it was, indeed,; snowing at Arlington. The world's
first radio broadcast of speech, of real sound as opposed to Morse
signal, was a success.

5ix years later, on Lecember 24, 1906, Fessenden made the first
publie radio broadcast. He played "Oh Holy Night" on his violin,
read the Christmas story from the New Testament, wished his
listeners a Merry Christmas, and asked them to write if they had
heard him. Amd they had. The mail response from incredulous radio
operators on several ships lying off Boston proved the success of
Fessenden's experiments.

Fessenden, a brilliant inventor who added the radio compass, the
tracer bullet for machine guns and the first North smerican IV
receiver (in 1919) to his accomplishments was not, however, a

good businessman. Ior was he very successful in self-promotion.
MeGill University turned him down as a teacher of electrical
engineering (they hired an American instead), ana he had to turn
to the U.S. Weather Bureau ana to the United Fruit Company, which
wanted better communication with its ships, for his funding. The
Canadian government, which found 80,000 for Signor harconi's work
at Glace Bay, Nova Scotia, was equally unwilling to assist the
Canadian. What the Ottawa mandarins dia, instead, was to give the
Italian Marconi initial exclusive rights to build any radio stations
in Canada. ©So ruch for our inventor of "radio telephony," a man
as much knewn today as the son of the lady who invented Empire

Day in Canada.

There is clearly an element of poetic justice in the fact that
although Signor Marconi's fipet radio station, XWA Montreal {(now
CFCF), was licenced and began broadcasting before any other station
in Morth America, modern histories of radio, incluaing those
published in Canada, credit station KuKA Pittsburgh, a Johnny-
come-Jately, as being first. The actual chronology is as follows:
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1905 Canaaa passed our first Wireless Telegraph act,; intended to
regulate anua control Morse code raalo broadcasts.

1913 The act was amended to include "“racdio telephones" or "voice
transmission.” : .
1919 vonald Manson, a radio officer in the Royal Canadian Navy
through World War I, was employed by the federal government as
chief inspector of radio, and none too soon, bhecause in September
of that year he was asked to issue a licence to Canada's (and
forth aAmerica's) first radio station. .

1919 (September) larconi radio station XWA was issued a licence

to bracdcast frow its "factory" on William Street in Montreal.
1919 (becember) XWA made its first broadcast, playing phonograph
records over the air for the first time on this continent.
"Fessenden's recital on Christmas Eve 14 years earlier was, you'll
recall, a live performance.) _

1920 (hay 21) XWA broadcast its first regularly scheduled programme.
The show included thne contributions of a full orchestra and a

Miss Lorothy Tulton as soloist. The audience included Prime
Minister Sir Robert Borden, arctic explorer Vihljalmur Stefansson
and William Lyon MacKenzie King (who -would be prime minister,
himself, just 19 months later). That splendid group, attending
meetings of the Kkoyal Society of Canada at the Chateau Laurier

in Ottawa, heard the music from karconi's Montreal transmitter
over 100 miles distant, further than any previous-known broadeast.
1920 (November 2) KIEA Pittsburgh finally made it. With its first
broadcast on this date, KDKA informed its listeners of Warren G.
Harding's election as President of the United States, succeeding
Wondrow Wilson.

From 1920 on, radio stations multiplied almost as quickly as the
speak-easier and flappers of the Jazz age. GCanada's first
commercial station, CJCB Winnipeg, owned by the Winnigeg Free Press,
successor to the kanitoba Free Press established in 1872, broadecast
a test programme in April 1921 and began regular programming in
July of that year. ©&till located in the Free Press Building on
Winnipeg's Carlton Street, by 1980 the station was called CuKC,

and was specializing in country and western music, a far cry from
its salad days in the thirties and forties when it invited guests
to a plush studio theatre for live programmes featuring a full
ctudio orchestra and singers. That same year the Canadian National
Railway broadcast band concerts from 5t. Catharines, Ontario, to
receivers in a railway coach on the Canadian National Exhibition
grounds in Toronto.

In 1923 the Canadian "firsts" began to multiply, almost to breed.

In kharch alone, Canadians heard their first church broadcast (from
Fort Houge Methcdist Church in Winnipeg); their first play-by-play
hockey game over CKCK Keginaj (the game, between Edmonton and
Regina, was described by sportscaster Pete Parker); and their first
university lecture (on the poetry of Bliss Carman, a Canadian who
had, however, been living in Connecticut since 1908). Canada's
public broadcasting was presaged,; too, in 1923 with the inauguration
of radio station CKY, operated through its telephone system by

the Government of Manitoba.

In July the CHR added radio receivers to a parlour car out of
Montreal; setting ancther precedent by broadcasting a message
from I'resident W.D. Robb to the captive andience before letting
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them hear some music. Three months -later the railway company

had radios in all of its parlour cars and was broadcasting news

to them as well. The first such broadcast was heard by British
Prime Minister Lloyd George who was visiting Canada. He told the
Carnadian, American and British journalists toasting the inaugural
newscast with him that it had been "invaluable! in informing him
of world events "of the highest importance." HNone of this fore-
shadowed the brutal political warfare that occurred 40 years later
when broadcast journalists began their efforts to ilnvade the sacred
precincts of federal and provincial legislatures, formerly open
only to print reporters.

In 1924 the CNR opened its own radio station in tne Chateau Laurier
Hotel in Ottawa. That same year it broadcast Canada's first
sponsored hockey game, a Stanley Cup contest between the Ottawa
Senators and the hontreal Canadiens. The Senator's are gone, but
the radio station lingers on, still in the Cnateau laurier, as

CBC station CBO. 1924 also heard the first Dominion QObservatory -
time signals broadcast from the facility at St. John, Hew ‘Brunswick.
The premiere livestock market reports were carried in Januaryr,

1925 on stations in Moncton, Winnipeg and Ottawa.

By now the CNR was up to its corporate larynx in ftraas= Leoi
in August Sir Henry Worth Thornton the railwzy preciussi. one
a station in Vancouver. In GOctober the Canadicw Rational nace a
broadcast from a moving train in untario, and on Novembsr 20,1525
the BBC closed down in England so its listeners could hear a GiK
progranme beamed to them from Moncton. -

But August had been the month for technical developments: that

was when a Canadian company, Rogers, uaisplaved the 7irst racio
receiver ever made which oould be plugged into an elecurical outlet
in the home. The Rogars Batterless (57 years defore %he world went
portable crazy and tegzan s»reading scond poliution into every public
area via transistor reodics) was a monvel radio mocdel and sol In

the heady bhoom of the mid-lwenties ror 4250. Oh, yes. The loud-
speaker was an extra L4, .

By 1926 there were only 15 1anio sets in all of Canada's Yukon
and Northwest Territcries: bub urdersrred, arctic &xplorer Richard
Byrd flew over %ne pole in a plrie carrying a radlic vransnitter,
just in case anyone tuned in. '

Regular scheool broadeczsts began in October, 1927/, from Vancouver,
under supervision of that elly's lnscector cof puslic schools. That
gore month Francophers (rnad:ians hReavd toansiissiorns in their native
iangtage, bus frca toe CONH shation in Rdmonen, JAlberta. The
preslande, like rost sulegsgusile Frenca breadeasting outslde Quebec,
was lesigned chiufly &s an exercise in public reliationsy the
Canadian Natiornal on tnis occasion in 1927 being arxious to promote
a rail excursicn fare to Quebec.

I--n brought probably the first broadcast drama proauced in Canada
croe Toe airwaves: CHNRV Vancouver presented thres one-act plays

Wi Soveonuver autrors. Bight wonathis later iw Sgoruary of 1029,

croy CHAV Plavers, as they wers snowwn by then, » s:uted a couplete
version of Othzllo to their listeners. Uwo mooslis later, cooperating

i
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with the Vancouver Ghakespearian Society, they broadcast "The
Merchant of Venice". The guality of mercy for regional drama
producticn became much more strained after the CBC replaced the
CNR as Canada's major programmer. uyespite an illustrious history
and a demonstrated skill, Vancouver broadcasting has been vastly
under-represented in drama and variety productions across Canada.

The CBC has been unremitting in its aevotion to its proauction
facilities and staff in Toronto and Montreal. Lwven Vancouver's
faney new CBC production building was rmost obwiously used in the
seventies by visiting firemen from Toronto who produced shows like
IV's "Ninety Minutes Live" on location, while Toronto proauction
staffs were busily patronizing and irritating highly qualified
"locals.M

The year of the stock market crash also brought Canadian listeners
regular classical music, broadcast live in the form of 25 concerts
by the Toronto Symphony carried on the CNR national network.

(The Metropolitan Opera premiered in Canada on Christmas vay, 1931
with "Hansel and Gretel.") 1929 was also ‘the year that Cernadians
were driven close to lethal boredom by the initial brogdsass of
the series "The Natioh's Business," a programme dévoed Lo self-
serving aescriptions of governmental and polital activity, delivered
always in the most turgid prose which oould be constructea. Other
new traaitions were to follow gquickly. 1In 1932, for example, King
George V was to make the first of those Christmss vay broadcasts
frow Buckingham Palace or Balmoral which stillipmctuate Christmas
mornings throughout the Commonwealth.

But 1929 brought problems other than ineipient collapse of the
speculator's bull market on Wall Street. Canada's broadcasting
was virtually like Topsy, without any orgenization or regulation;g
it had "just growed up." The CNR network aside, our 87 radio
stations were a weird amalgam of private radio societies, commercial
enterprises, and stations pumping out hate messages for the further
glorification of rump evangelical societies and bible associations.
kost distressing of all, especially to the proprietors of thase
stations, Cancda was being engulfed by the much richer, higher-
powered radio transmitters of New York, Chicago, vetroit, Seattle
ana the like. The 604 stations in the United Otates wers swamping
our airwaves, some even using the few frequencies agreed by the
Canudian ana American governments to be for the exclusive use of
Canadian broadcasters.

S0 on vecember 6, 1928, hackenzie King had appointed Sir John aird,
president of the Canadian Bank of Commerxe, to head a royal
commission enquiry "to examine into the broadcasting situation in
tne vominion of Canada." Thus the most unremitting chronicle of
navel-gazing in the annals of recorded human society. There¢ has
scarculy bucn a year since without its royal commissdon, special
study, parliamcntary committec or public inquiry into broadcasting
in Canada.

Unlike¢ its succussors, the Aird Commission worked quickly. It
scvneduled public hcarings in 25 Canadian citivs, listencd to 164
oral priescntations, waded through a further 12% writton bricfs,

end prusented its slim (and bilingual) 29-pagc report to the
governacnt on Se¢ptember 11, 1929. &ir John was given to a succinet
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vXpression of opinion, unlike those whno followcd him. He left no
room for misunderstanding of his main coneclusion, that the interests
of the public "ean bec adeuquately scrved only by some form of public
ownership, operation and control."

Hor did hu mince words about tho causal needs for a national,
publicly ownud broadcast service:

"At prescnt the majority of programmes heard are from sources
outside Canada. It has been cmphasized to us that the continued
reception of these has a tendency to mould the minds of the young
people in the home to ideals and opinions that are not Canadian.
In a country of the vast geographnical dimensions of Canada,
broadecasting will undoubtedly become a great forece in fostering

a national spirit and interpreting national citizenship."

Quite an endorsement from the bank president who is quoted by
broadcast pioneer T.J. Allard as having said shortly after his
gppointment to the royal commission that he'd "once owned a radio
but latcr threw the damned thing out." Evidently untroubled,
however, by hlé personal distaste for the impertinent, young
lediut, Sir John Aird pressed his study home - and abroad. Having
visited London, Berlin, Paris, Brussels, the dague, Gencva, Dubliin,
Belfast and New York (where there may have been some cultural

compeénsations), the commission also toured most of Canada and
obscrved:

"We are of the opinion that the development of broadcasting far
buyond its present state, and this may include television is one

of great importance arnd should be kept pace with so that the service
in Canada would continue equal to that in any other country'.

The commission also notea that in its hearings ana briefs, "“there
has been unaninity on one fundamental question - Canadian radio
listeners want Canadian broadcasting."

What 5ir John and his colleaguss did not know was that there was

a feaeral election in the country's future, ana that Prime Ministerp
MacKenzie King who had arpeinted them was about to be defeated by
Conscrvative K.B. Bennett, So tho commission's urging for the
establishment of a "Canadian Radio Broadcasting," to be funded by -
licence fees on receivers, "rental of tiliw...for indirect advertising)
and a small federal subsidy was put aside. It wasn't until 1933
that a beleaguered federal Conservative government under Primo
Minister Bennett took the microphone in its teeth, as it were, and
created what it called "The Canadian Radio Broadcasting Commission."
It has gone mostly unnoted since then that the precursor of the

CBC had its beginnings that yéar on April Fool's Day. HNot every
subsequent act of the Canadian Broadeasting Corporation has denies
its natal origins.

AUCTLUN

7 Just a reminder that our annual spring auction is not too far
cff. The cate is aApril 17 at the Canterbury High Schoocl. If you
haven't startea to dig into the junk box...Do it now! The club
will accept any aonatea equipment. If you want to aavertise any
item in the Rambler... Cell any wewmb.r of thc executive.

Raiph, VE3GG will be our convener...oetails in the April Rambler.
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TaCHNICAL SHOURT CUIROn

VE3TW0.. With the sccond anniversary of the wise owl net
having com¢ and gone, it scenea to me that somc of the newcomers
to the club may not be awarc of the technicl as, vcts of tue club
rupeatoer. - . :

The repeater is locateu on a building owned by Energy mines
and resources. It is just about the corner of Booth street and
Carling Avenuc, overlooking vow's Lake. )

Working from the top down, the antenna 1is locatga above the
roof and is a & ab gain colincar. The antenna location enables the
nachine to have relizble coverage over a 20-25 milc raaius of tpls
location. This nay seewm meager coaparcd to other regpeaters in the
area pult one must realize that VE3TWO was aesigheda to be a local
coverage, rag-chew repeater. '

The anterina is conhected through a 15 foot leéngth of coaxial
cable to the Sinclair Res-lok wupluxers. The duplexer being du-
slgned to allow the transwmitter anu receiver on the repeater to
share a common antenra.

Tne transnitter anu receiver arce botu Canaaian Marconi vT-b5
mobile raaio equipments. The receiver has a sensitivity of better
than .5 microvolts for 20 db s/n. The transwitter while capable
of in excess of 45 watts output, is currently loafing along at 15
watts output. This is to ensure that the transwitiur uwoes not
outuistance the receiver.

The control system, tne heart of thne repcater, allows all the
Seperate units to function togetner a: a repsater. iHerein lies the
iderntificr, the time out tiwer, sguelch tail tiwer anu the aunaio
switchirg. A point to note is the time-out timer wo.s not rsquire
the rcpeatir transmitter to urop, it rescts when tne received
carricr arops.

Powcer for the rejpeater is provideu by two stperate 13.6 volt
v.C. supplies, one fescing tne power amplificr ana tue sceond feed-
ing all otner equijpiwnt. In aacition, therc is a 12 volt storage
battery ana charger, which autmatically switen in if tho AC power
fuils. This has happuncu scuvoral times in the last few years.
Operation on the battery supply can be actectou Ly listening closely
to the iaentificction. Battery opcration is significu by a stray
ait prececing the VE3TWU iwentification.

dopcefully thie has clearsu up any questions regaraing Va3lwu

Russ VE3IFSH
L1071 7707 707777777 77777777777770/777777777

MATCGRIAL PUDBLLOHEL IN THE naMBLRIG 00RO KOT LECESLAKILY RedLECT
CLUB FULICY OR VIEWPUINI. Al'Y I'fend 1Y Bon hokhilliTme LY sbLaladi
HaulG OR Slililar rUBLCATIUNS wITA THE rROVISU Tna® CHuooil Bh
GLVel TU aUTHLR ade SudnCu?

FUELISHRY A¥y uldSY IbUToL LY

The Ottawa Valley kobile nacio Club Inc.,

P.0. Box 5530, 5tn. ¥

O0LTawWAT ONTAR LU Eaitor

CANALUA Jerry Wells

k2C 3ml VE3CD5
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The following was r.cciveu frox one of our Lewbers.....perhaps
it will give other members foou for tnought.Eu.

To Ezecutive UVILC

vear Ohs :
Some were disappointed witn the january weeting, but not_I.The
eyeball Q50s maae it a good event.
Wnen & programuea event has to be cancellea, I suggest tnat a
questionnaire be pulleu from a pigeon hole.
This questionnairc should be uesignea to draw out expericncus of
ola timers and teginners cnu those in between. Experiences with
antcnnas, station layout, LX, traffic handling, SbTIV, Kili, public
rclations, experiwents, haw-natle test equipnent etec. Alternatively,
topicscould be assigned anead of time, with the matcrial held in
abeyance, subject to call up on short notice. .
75  Fred VE3BAJ
THE oUREal HEGIOW AlaTRUR havIU Makn®® being orgaicizea by the
South Ficsering ARC Inc. ana the North Shore airC Inc: is being
neld this vear at Ajax kec centre, corner of 3ayley and Monarch
Ave. on Saturday April 3 frow 8 am to 2 pm. auwlssion %$1.50,
children unaer 12 free. Exit from ko.2 or 401 at Harwooa and
arive south. Talk in on 52, VE3FIC,07/57, VE30SH 12/72
Contact Phil wasburn VE3Iai at 416-653-3308.
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