
August 1993

Dear Editor:

We are the principal instructors for a non-profit Amateur
Radio course beginning in September, given under the auspices of
the Ottawa Valley Mobile Radio Club. Young and old alike in all
walks of life participate in Amateur Radio as a hobby. Last
year's course attracted students from a wide area around Ottawa,
including Perth, Rockland, and North Gower.

We feel that community newspapers are the best means of
contacting citizens with a strong interest in their local
community. Radio Amateurs tend to be community-minded, and they
often provide communications for community events as a public
service. This results partly from a sense of community and
partly from a sense of duty to keep in practice in the event that
they are called on to provide emergency communications as
outlined in the regional disaster plan. We hope that you will be
able to mention this course in your publication as a service to
any of your readers who may be interested in learning more about
Amateur Radio.

During last year's class, we had 18 successful students.

We have included information not only on the course itself,
but on Amateur Radio as well. We have attempted to provide this
information to you in time to publish a notice or article prior
to the course registration date of 7 September. If you are able
to do this, we would be very grateful.

We wish to thank you in advance for your assistance in
helping to promote this course. We hope you will find this topic
of sufficient interest to warrant inclusion in your paper. You
can contact either of us by phone if you require any further
information on the course or on Amateur Radio.

Sincerely,

Robert W. Shaw, VE3SUY
737-9443 anytime

John W. Moffat, VE3NJ
224-5204 evenings



About Amateur Radio

What is Amateur Radio?

Amateur Radio, also known as "ham radio" is communicating. Hams,
who must be licensed by their governments, operate two-way
equipment from their homes, vehicles (even bicycles) and
occasionally remote locations. They communicate with other hams
across town or across the world on special radio frequencies, or
bands, that are set aside for Amateur Radio use. These frequency
bands span the whole spectrum, from just above the Broadcast band
to high in the microwave region. Voice, Morse code, video, and a
host of digital modes are used. Antennas range from simple wire
antennas strung between trees and whips on automobile rooftops,
to elaborate multi-element directional antennas on towers.
Amateurs talk to each other directly, through repeaters, and via
satellite. For some hams the emphasis is on communicating with
others with commercial equipment they have purchased, while
others prefer to design and build their own.

Who are hams?

Just about anyone can be a ham - there are no age limits. Many
people with disabilities find a door to the world in Amateur
Radio. Some famous people are hams, but most are just people
from all walks of life who like making new friends around the
world.

How can I become a ham?

Getting a ham radio license is easier than you may think. In
Canada, a license requires only passing a multiple choice exam on
basic electronic theory and regulations. Copying and sending
Morse code at 5 words per minute or 12 words per minute adds to
the ham's privileges. The course offered by the Ottawa Valley
Mobile Radio Club, as well as many other radio clubs, permit
anyone to obtain the knowledge and skills required.

For further information, please call Bob Shaw VE3SUY at 737-9443
(days and evenings) or Joh Moffat at 224-5404 (evenings).



Amateur Radio Course has a New Format

The Ottawa Valley Mobile Radio Club (OVMRC) is offering its
annual Amateur Radio course this year, but with a difference ­
the students will be encouraged to build electronic circuits and
run a field station in the annual "Field Day" exercise next June.

The OVMRC offers a non-profit course for about 30 students
each year, teaching the practical aspects of electronics,
regulations, and the Morse code as required for a Canadian
Amateur Radio license. The official exams (given in the
classroom), text books (one written by the club), tuition, Morse
code audio tapes, an IBM PC Morse code computer program, 24 hour
code practice by telephone (code phone), club membership and
newsletter are all included in the $125 price. This is truly a
bargain for over 40 hours of classroom instruction from
knowledgeable, dedicated and enthusiastic "hams". This year, in
response to the comments of previous classes, practical sessions
have been added on using tools, building simple circuits and
station accessories, learning operating practices and procedures,
operating different amateur radio equipment, and actually
conversing with other amateurs around the world from the station
at the National Museum of Science and Technology. After the
students obtain their licenses in March, the remaining classroom
sessions will be spent helping them to prepare for supplemental
examinations to improve their privileges, helping them to
establish and begin operating their own stations, and planning,
assembling and operating a field station in the annual "Field
Day" at the end of June - the largest amateur radio "weekend" in
North America! This addition of practical work will mean that
the students will gain confidence and experience in using their
licenses, not just getting a piece of paper and wondering how to
proceed from there.

This popular course differs from many other radio courses in
that there is an emphasis on understanding the theory and
practise of all modes of amateur communications, and not just
getting a license to allow Citizen Band or Cellular telephone­
like operation. The latter is fun and useful, particularly for
public service and regional emergency communications, and courses
are available elsewhere for those wishing only this type of
operation. The OVMRC course empha~izes the diversity of amateur
radio communications modes, including voice, Morse code and
various digital modes, particularly those available on the high
frequency bands where world wide communication is commonplace.
Handheld or mobile local communications using VHF bands is also
covered.

The course is held every Tuesday evening at the Museum of
Science and Technology on St. Laurent Blvd. at Smythe Rd. from
7:00 to 10:00 pm. Registration is on Tuesday 7 September at the
Museum, or at the first class (room permitting) on 14 September.
The cost is $125 per student. Students average 2 to 3 hours of
self study per week in addition to the classes.



The OVMRC, the sponsoring radio club, meets monthly at 07:30
pm on the third Thursday of each month at the same location.
Students, as associate members (until licensed), can enjoy
contact with more experienced amateurs as well as enjoy the
club's speakers and other activities. Upon licensing, the
students become full members of the club. Guests are also
welcome at the meetings.




